PROFESSOR CALLENDAR
made clear, and which would require further explanation before the paper was published.
During the first two years of my Professorship Olearski, Natanson and H. F. Reid were working in the Laboratory. They were the first of a long series of students from foreign universities who have come to work in the Laboratory ; they all attained distinguished positions as physicists. It is beyond the scope of this book to give an account of the many researches that were made in the Laboratory in this period : I must confine myself to a small number which contain points of general interest. H. L. Callendar's career at the Laboratory was in some respects the most interesting in all my experience. He was on the classical side when at school and did not do any physics. As an undergraduate he took a First Class in classics in 1884 and one in mathematics in June 1885. He came to work in the Laboratory in the Michaelmas Term in that year. He had never done any practical work in physics, nor read any of the theory except in a very casual way. He had not been in the Laboratory for more than a few weeks when I saw that he possessed to an exceptional degree some of the qualifications which make for success in experimental research. He was a beautiful manipulator, and delighted in making the results he obtained as accurate as was possible with the instrument he was using. The problem was to find a subject for his research which would give full play to his strong points and minimise as much as possible his lack of < I knew from the ability he had sho that, whatever the subject difficulty in mastering the literat to me that the most su
